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FIRST AMENDMENT 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed 
23 March 2004. 

Applicant herewith elects the method of claim 1, with 

traverse. 

A reading of the method and apparatus claims here will 
reveal that they are virtually identical scope. The examiner's 
statement that the apparatus could be operated so as not to prac- 
tice the instant invention is specious. This is similar to saying 
that the apparatus could be used as a mooring block, so that 
restriction is appropriate. Instead the claims should be read for 
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what they say, and here the apparatus and method claims are merely 
different reflections of the same exact invention. 


Accordingly the restriction requirement should be with- 


drawn and all claims should be subject to examination. 
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